
MAR 2 0 1991

fEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Please ask the field Operations Bureau to vacate the enforce
Betiona taken against several AAdieur RadiO Service Pa
Bulletin Board SysteM (PBBS> operators on the East coast.

As you probably know 2 these actions are based on allegations
their systeMS ,-clayed a Message fr-oM station WA3QHS that u
those opposing U.S. policy Ira the Middle East to call an
code 900 phone nUMber to Make a contribution.

I do not choose to
Me55age~ Rather~ J
PEWS open3tors.

Oi SCU~3:':) lhe
urge you to

propriety. of originating
rescind the actions against

As an extra-class radio aMateur With More than 20 y
experience in public service cDMMunications~ I know that pa
radio is unMatched for accuracy anc throughput by any 0

MediUM. AutOMatic relay by PUBS and digipeater stations is
very basis of packet radio operation.

Those who operate PBBS-s and digipeaters perforM a ualu
publiC service wihtout reMuneration_ To punish theM in this
would haue two 5er~ous effects: first, Many PBOS operators w
siMply abandon their services out of fear of possible enforce
actions. Second, those who continued th~5 Mu~h-needed work w
have to review every single Message in their systeMS be
passing it on_ This would drastically slow the traffic han
by packet_
L"'he \",eek:c

;

l·ypi.cally~ Message
to handl e ..~anual1 V 0.

t.t-i~3t_ ·~:.ake~, a few hour's toda~l ~"'-1

We do not arrest a bus driver because an escaping criM
happens to rid~ his or her vehicle. The analog~ is exa
those who operate PBBS's assisted the station originating
dl1eged1v iMpr-opeT Mt:"ssaqe only in the ~,al'le wav theV <3SS1_51

other station. A o::i tv that arrcsT_ed bus dr-ivers on that b
WQul.d 50011 have flO b;J5Ses. A ilatj_or~ that cites rOBS opet-a

for perforM~ng a valuable public serVIce will soon be without
M0i'lY benefjt.s of packet ra(}iow

Irl.particular~ Mr. 10M Clark~ Li3IUI i.5 or~e of the Qutstan
aMateurs if) i:lle world today. ~1is C:OiltFiblJti~.15~ e-spe{:ialJ.
the- .ar·'i~a of satel1.'i le. cOM....lItjni.c.:1.tiof-~5::I' ar-e wi th-out equ.c~l ..
Du~~ht not to be punished -fOt" hcJp:il"J other-s to COMI'"lUnicafe



Again~ I urge you to ask fOB personnel to uacate the act
taken against PHBS operators in this and in siMilar cases.

Thank you

(A:~..•~·eCi/ K' CZ12t~
Andr'ew LUis HA6XP
1025 Ord..;ay SL
Albany, en 91706

february 25~ 1991
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